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Descriptive Summary

Creator: Goff-Nelson Memorial Library

Sources: Adirondack Enterprise, Franklin Daily Times, Tupper Lake Free Press and Herald,
Utica Observer-Dispatch, Tupper Lake National Bank, Moody Family, Hosley Family, Hathaway
Family, Tupper Lake High School, Holy Ghost Academy, Tupper Lake Public School, Six
Nations Indian Museum, Tupper Lake Professional Center, Reader’s Digest, Richer Funeral
Home, Episcopal Diocese of Albany, Rotary Club of Tupper Lake and other organizations.

Title: Goff-Nelson Memorial Library Moody Family Papers

Dates [inclusive]: Approximately 1883 - 1990

Abstract: The Moody Family Papers documents the history of the Moody Family, a prominent
pioneer family of the Tupper Lake Community. Other pioneer families that are related to the
Moody’s are included in the collection as well, including the Hathaways, Hosleys, Johnsons, and
Hinksons. The materials consist of correspondence, news clippings, event programs, school
yearbooks and pamphlets, a marriage certificate, a journal, genealogical information, birth
announcements, several photographs, wedding and anniversary announcements, obituaries, cloth
materials, and receipts/invoices. Many of the materials document the Moody Family, as well as
events that they either attended or saved information about, regardless of whether members of
the family are mentioned in the materials.

Extent: One record carton in one linear foot



Call Phrase: MOODY.001

Language: Materials are in English

Biographical / Historical

The Moody family was a pioneer family of Tupper Lake. Jacob Moody was born in Keene, New
Hampshire, possibly in 1787.  He served in the war of 1812 and eventually moved to Saranac
Lake. He was known as the first white man to settle there. He fathered a great number of
children, two of which were Harvey and Martin Moody (see below). Harvey was the father of
Simeon Moody.

Simeon Moody, born in 1831 in Saranac, moved to Tupper Lake in approximately the 1850s and
lived there until his death in 1912. He was one of the oldest and best known residents of the area
and had several brothers including, Fayette, Robert, Alonzo, and others. In 1852 he married
Lavina Wise and fathered four children, William, Fred, Charles, and John. He remarried in 1864
to Sarah Evelyn Hull of Saranac Lake.

Simeon’s son Fred Moody was one of the best known “Adirondack Guides” in the area, as well
as the official guide for Edward Litchfield and other residents of Tupper Lake. In 1883, he
married Mary Hinkson and had six children including Lavina “Vina” (who married another
prominent citizen and Vice President of the Tupper Lake National Bank, Albert S. Hosley),
Dora, Hazel, Nellie, Willard, and Alberta. Fred passed away in 1914.

Alberta Moody was one of the last descendents of Simeon Moody living in Tupper Lake until
her death in 1998 at the age of 93. A great bulk of her estate was given to the Tupper Lake
community. Of this estate, a portion of it went towards the addition of the children’s wing of the
Goff-Nelson Memorial Library.

The Moody’s had a large extended family. Another prominent member of the Moody family was
Martin “Uncle Mart” Moody, who was another famous Adirondack Guide and passionate hunter.
He was born in 1833 and he married Minerva Reid in 1861. He passed away in 1910.

The Moody family has been connected by marriage with other prominent early families in the
Tupper Lake area including the Johnson’s, Hathaway’s, Hosley’s, and Hinkson’s.

Scope and Contents / Arrangement

Scope and Contents Note: The Moody Family Papers documents the history of the Moody
Family, a prominent pioneer family of the Tupper Lake Community. Other pioneer families that
are related to the Moody’s are included in the collection as well, such as the Hathaways, Hosleys,
Johnsons, and Hinksons. The approximated date range of the collection is 1883 to 1990. The
materials consist of correspondence, news clippings, event programs and invitations, brochures
and informational leaflets, school yearbooks and commencement programs, a marriage



certificate and journal, genealogical information and family trees, birth announcements, several
photographs, cloth materials, wedding and anniversary announcements, obituaries, and
receipts/invoices. Many of the materials document the Moody Family, as well as events that they
either attended or saved information about, regardless of whether members of the family are
mentioned in the materials.

Arrangement Note: This collection is arranged into three series: clippings, correspondence, and
mixed ephemera. The series, and the folders within each series, are arranged alphabetically
without regard to chronology.

Access Points (Library of Congress Subject Headings)

● Adirondack Mountains (N.Y.)
● Associations, institutions, etc.
● Banks and banking
● Birthdays
● Brochures
● Business
● Clippings (Books, newspapers, etc.)
● Correspondence
● Counties
● Diaries
● Education
● Facsimiles
● Family history
● Fires
● Graduation (School)
● History
● Invoices
● Lake Placid (N.Y.)
● Menus
● Museums
● Nature
● North Country (N.Y.)
● Obituaries
● Photographs
● Pioneers
● Programs
● Publications
● Retirement
● Religion
● Saranac Lake (N.Y.)
● Schools
● Special events
● Textiles
● Tupper Lake (N.Y.)



● Weddings

Administrative Information

Custodial History Note: There is no custodial history known to be associated with this collection.

Conditions Governing Access: Materials are open without restrictions.

Conditions Governing Use: Because of the assembled nature of this collection, copyright status
varies across the collection. Use of these materials for purposes other than private study,
scholarship, or research requires the permission of the copyright holder. For questions about
publishing or reproducing materials in this collection, please contact the library at (518)
359-9421.

Preferred Citation: Identification of item, date (if known); Goff Nelson Memorial Library
Moody Family Papers; MOODY.001; box/folder number and title; Goff-Nelson Memorial
Library.

Physical Characteristics and Technical Requirements Note: Researchers are required to view one
folder at a time and keep folders and their contents materials in order. Researchers must also
keep correspondence with their associated envelopes.

Immediate Source of Acquisition: The immediate source of acquisition of the materials in this
collection is not known.

Processing Information

This collection arrived at the library housed in multiple manilla folders in a three-ring binder.
Although originally loosely arranged by subject or format, various materials in the collection
were rearranged by the archivist, while trying to maintain a sense of provenance by leaving
certain materials together. In some cases, such as the Johnson-Hathaway wedding cloth and the
Fred Moody wedding certificate, oversize items had to be stored in larger containers away from
the main collection. See specific notes in series description.

In some cases, photographs were found paired with related documents. The photographs were
encased in mylar and remained with the corresponding material, rather than being moved to the
photograph collection.

There were a few full editions of newspapers that the archivist removed from the collection.

The archivist tried to remove all duplicates from the collection, and rehoused the collection
materials into archival folders and labeled them.



Series/Container List

Series 1) Clippings

Scope Note: This series contains newspaper clippings from multiple newspapers including the
Tupper Lake Free Press and Herald, Franklin Daily Times, Adirondack Enterprise, Hamilton
County News, and Utica Observer-Dispatch. The clippings cover various topics including
anniversaries, weddings, birth announcements, deaths, birthdays, retirements, town pioneers,
fires, schools, and local Adirondack guides. In addition, the series contains a “general” folder,
which contains clippings about a variety of subjects documenting Tupper Lake’s history such as
logging, businesses, hunting, the town’s name, and money/banking.

Extent: Ten Folders
Dates: Approximately 1910s - 1980s
Location: Basement storage
Shelf: 1-2

Box 1

Folder 1: Adirondack Guides
Folder 2: Anniversaries, Birthdays, Weddings
Folder 3: “Coin Fare”
Folder 4: Fires
Folder 5: General
Folder 6: Obituaries
Folder 7: “Old Timer’s Column”
Folder 8: Pioneers
Folder 9: Retirements
Folder 10: Schools

Series 2) Correspondence

Scope Note: This series contains correspondence sent to, or received by, Dora Moody, Hazel
Moody, Morrison J. Hosley, and the Williams Family.

Note: Some correspondence relating to the Moody Family Papers are not in this series, but
remain with related materials in the mixed ephemera series.

Extent: Four Folders
Dates: 1943 - 1976
Location: Basement storage
Shelf: 1-2



Box 1

Folder 11: Dora Moody
Folder 12: Hazel Moody
Folder 13: Morrison J. Hosley
Folder 14: Williams Family Christmas Card

Series 3) Mixed Ephemera

Scope Note: This series contains mixed ephemera related to the Moody family and other
prominent families in Tupper Lake such as the Hathaways, Johnsons, Hinksons, and Hosleys.
The majority of the materials, however, are attributed to the Moody family. The materials also
document various events and institutions in Tupper Lake that the family either attended or saved
information about. These materials include birth announcements, commencement programs,
school certificates, event programs and invitations, religious pamphlets and prayer cards, a diary,
a yearbook, maps, receipts and invoices, wedding invitations and associated ephemera/cloth,
loose envelopes, family trees, correspondence related to certain ephemera, and informational
brochures for various institutions such as the Tupper Lake National Bank.

Note: Some correspondence was retained in this collection, rather than being moved to
correspondence series, because the archivist wanted to keep related materials together. In
addition, the loose envelopes in this series were empty when they arrived at the library. The
archivist saved them for contextual purposes.

One rolled document, the Fred Moody Marriage certificate, is housed in the telescopic box along
with the rolled maps.

Cloth from the Johnson-Hathaway wedding is stored in oversize flat box 6 in the vertical files
collection.

Extent: Fourteen Folders, one rolled item, and wedding cloth
Dates: Approximately 1883 - 1990
Location: Basement storage
Shelf: 1-2

Box 1

Folder 15: Birth Announcements
Folder 16: Brochures, Pamphlets, Catalogs
Folder 17: Deaths/Funerals
Folder 18: Diary (Daniel Hinkson)
Folder 19: Education
Folder 20: Envelopes
Folder 21: Event Programs
Folder 22: Genealogy



Folder 23: Johnson-Hathaway Wedding/Family (with correspondence and photos)
Folder 24: Maps
Folder 25: Receipts, Invoices, Ledgers
Folder 26: Religion
Folder 27: Trotty Veck Messenger Pamphlets
Folder 28: Tupper Lake National Bank

Separated Oversize Items

Item 1: Fred Moody Marriage Certificate - 1883 (item #13 in telescopic box with maps)
Item 2: Wedding cloth from Johnson-Hathaway wedding (item in flat box #6 in vertical
files collection)


